


THE BOATMEN’S NATIONAL BANK 


O° S CAF a ee OO ie a =) 


TOM K. SMITH 
CHAIRMAN 


Jamery 4 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
400 Washington Avemue, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
Dear Eric: 
A good friend of mine asked 
me the following question: 
Did the Southern States or any political 
sub-divisions thereof issue any tex stamps 
during the time the Confederacy was in 
existence? 
Do you know the answer to this 


guestion? 


Faithfully, 


Tom A. omith 
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CHAIRMAN January i395 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc., 
400 Washington Ave., 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 
Dear Erics 
I thank you very much for your letter 
of Januery 12. I am going to give this information 
to my friend and see whet he says. 
Commend me whenever I can serve you, 


please. 


Cordially, 








| 


January 12, 1956 


Mre Tom Ke Smith 
Boatmen'ts National Bank 
Broadway and Olive Street 
St. Louis 1, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Smith: 


Your inquiry of January 4, 1956 with respect to whether the 
southern states or any political subdivisions of them issued 
any tax stamps during the Confederacy is the kind of a question 
that intrigues me, I have never geen any and do not know of 

the existence of any. 


My understanding of finances on the Southern side during the 
Civil War is that cities, counties and states, ws well as the 
Confederacy itself, issued paper money and bonds instead of 
trying to raise money through excise taxes, They, apparently, 
planned to raise revenue at the conclusion of the war. The | 
main source of Union revenue, beginning in 1861, was the tax 
on checks and Confederate checks do not contain any tax stamps 
of any kind with respect to those I have seen, As to stamps 
uses on contracts, foreign exchange, ete, it would be almost 
impossible for any political unit smaller than the Confederacy 
itseif to enforce such taxes although a state could enforce 
such tax stemps on leases or conveyances, The amount of money,. 
however, which could be raised on other than cheeks would 

have been very small, 


Your friend probably knows more about the subject thah I do 
or else he would not have asked such an astute question. 


You may realize that you have me @ little out of my field as 
coins and curreney are my historical specialty and stamps 
merely a casual interest, 

It is very hard to prove a negative, 

Kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atb : . 


